
 

 

 

Maryland Biodiversity Project  
Board Meeting - 2019.06.19 

 

The Maryland Biodiversity Project (MBP) board met on Wednesday, 19 June 2019 for its annual 

meeting. We met for 3 hours at Adam’s Taphouse and Grille on Kent Island in Queen Anne’s Co., 

Maryland. 

We reviewed last year’s successes and milestones, open business, the status of finances, and our 

priorities for MBP sustainment and growth. 

We agreed that a focus on last year’s priorities - expanding and developing our MBP editor team, 

as well as progress toward automation and simplification of processes - has paid off. Although 

several board members have significant personal life events this year, progress has continued at 

a steady pace. The core products of MBP - the web site, the data collection/ingestion, and 

outreach efforts continue steadily and with ever-increasing community involvement. 

Board composition 

We voted unanimously to retain the roles we established last year, but also to prioritize further 

additions to the board that will diversify and strengthen the project. We discussed upcoming 

invitations and took actions to reach out to parties of interest in the immediate future. Roles 

remain as follows today: 

 Jim Brighton - President 

 John Hall - Secretary 

 Bill Hubick - Treasurer 

 Mike Walsh - Member at large 
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Discussion highlights 

 We see this year as a sustainment year, keeping the project on a steady course. We will 

focus on the core product (web site) and do all we can to promote science, conservation, 

and education. Outreach via our primary channels will continue to be a priority. 

 We enjoyed brainstorming future projects ranging from biodiversity studies in cities to 

specific collection efforts, particularly those to measure insect diversity and biomass. The 

board remains very concerned about the catastrophic decline of insects and the obvious 

effects around us (e.g., related decline in aerial insectivores). 

 We talked about the significant choke points in our work flows (e.g., the “arms race” of 

processing an ever-increasing volume of photos) and ideas to address them. 

 We talked about a mobile app idea that is in the early stages of development, but that 

could be of significant value to our community’s field collection efforts. 

 We talked about our long-term ideas for how the MBP concepts working here in Maryland 

can be shared beyond our state’s borders.  

In closing 

We remain thankful for our incredible community of contributors and editors. Thank you! 

As always, donations are greatly appreciated and increase/accelerate the good we can do. Click 

“Donate” in the top-right of any MBP web site page (https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/). 

https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/


 
 

 
3 

 

From left to right: Jim Brighton, Bill Hubick, Dr. John Hall, Mike Walsh 

 


